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Exclamations like these are common in mail from 
the national parks. While thousands, if not millions, of 
postcards and letters from the parks contain these or similar 
statements, there is much more to the story. Post offi  ces 
and postal history are surely not the fi rst things that come 
to mind when most people think of sites managed by the 
U.S. National Park Service (NPS). In fact, on examining the 
reasons for establishing the many park service areas, very 
few have any direct relevance to postal history at all. But 
there were exceptions. 

Places such as the Natchez Trace, Scotts Bluff , Fort 
Laramie, Fort Larned, Fort Bowie, Fort Union, and Fort 
Smith are all associated with major travel corridors that 
carried mail. Some of these routes are now part of the 
National Trails System, that is also managed through the 
NPS. Most oft en, if it is a factor at all, postal service is (or 
was) only a contributing social or economic element of 
community life, or a service to park visitors.

Most stamp and postal cover collectors probably have 
some, or all, of the fi rst national park stamps and souvenir 
sheets issued in the 1930s, or those issued for the National 
Parks centennial in 1972. Collectors also may have postal 
material commemorating specifi c parks, special events, 
people associated with individual parks, or perhaps 
postcards or letters mailed from parks visited by friends and 
family. 

A commemorative stamp album was published for the 
National Parks Centennial Commission in 1973, and copies 
can still be found. Actually, the fi rst postage stamp depicting 
a scene now preserved in a NPS site was produced in 1869. 
It illustrates the signing of the Declaration of Independence 
in the Assembly Room of Independence Hall.

Th is study, however, focuses on current and former 
offi  cial post offi  ces that now lie within the present authorized 
boundaries of United States National Park Service areas. 
Some of these post offi  ces existed prior to the establishment 
of a particular NPS site; others predate the establishment 
of the NPS itself; and still others existed even before the 
establishment of Yellowstone, the world’s fi rst national park. 
A few even predate the establishment of the United States. 
Th e one commonality, however, is that the locations of all 
these post offi  ces place them inside present authorized NPS 
boundaries. 

Post offi  ces that are adjacent to NPS sites, but lie outside 
the authorized boundary are not included. An example 

of this would be Estes Park, Colorado. Th e community is 
adjacent to Rocky Mountain National Park, but neither 
the town nor its post offi  ce lie within the park’s authorized 
boundary. In several other cases, portions of a present or 
former community do lie within an authorized boundary, 
but the known site of the post offi  ce is, or was, outside the 
boundary. Th ese were also excluded. 

In many communities and rural areas, the site of the 
post offi  ce oft en moved around from business to business 
or house to house. Offi  cial Post Offi  ce Department records 
usually do not record these moves, unless something such as 
the name was changed. Th erefore, there may be cases where 
a post offi  ce was inside the NPS boundary at some periods 
but outside at other times. 

Also excluded are temporary postal stations, primarily 
established for the purpose of issuing postal covers on the 
fi rst day of issue of a new stamp. A good example of this is 
the Statue of Liberty. A number of “fi rst day” ceremonies 
have been held on Liberty Island; however, an offi  cial postal 
facility has never existed there. 

Property within a park’s authorized boundary does not 
mean that it is actually owned by the federal government. 
It simply means that the government has the authority to 
acquire land within this boundary, usually through donation 
or pending agreement between a willing seller and a willing 
buyer. Th ere are numerous examples of locations where a 
NPS-related post offi  ce once stood (or still stands) that are 
still in private hands. For example, see the fi rst listing for 
Agate Fossil Beds.

Many of the post offi  ces were located in former mining, 
logging, or farming and ranching communities. Some are, 
or were, on military posts, or in stations along historic trails 
or railroad lines. One operated in a prison, several were on 
Navy ships, and quite a number were established to cater 
primarily to tourists. 

As with most topical or thematic collecting endeavors, 
deciding on what to include or exclude was sometimes 
diffi  cult. Th e authorized boundary limitation was fairly easy. 
Generally the postal facility is either in or it’s out. However, 
the decision on what types of NPS areas to include was 
not as simple. In addition to the large variety of sites (e.g., 
national parks, national monuments, national recreation 
areas, national seashores, national battlefi elds, national 
historic sites, national lakeshores, national rivers, national 
preserves, etc.) the NPS also assists in managing or providing 

INTRODUCTION
“Wish you were here!” 

  “We are having a wonderful time!” 

      “Spectacular scenery!” 

        “Today we saw Old Faithful!” 
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some level of assistance for programs such as the National 
Register of Historic Places, National Landmarks, National 
Heritage Areas, the National Trail System, and other related 
or affi  liated areas. 

I decided to limit this reference work to areas managed 
directly by the NPS. Th is generally includes sites headed by 
a NPS superintendent or unit manager and support staff . 
Th is was easier said than done, as management of many 
areas is quite complex. Th erefore, the main guide was the 
NPS publication Th e National Parks: Index 2009-2011. Part 
2 of its index lists national park system areas by state. Part 3 
lists related and affi  liated areas that are not included in this 
study. 

Some general elements of the history of post offi  ces and 
postmaster appointments may be useful to better understand 
and interpret the information presented. For example: 

• Until the 1960s many postmaster appointments 
oft en operated on the “spoils system.” 
Appointments oft en began or ended each time a 
new political party gained control of an area or 
even the White House. Today, postal positions are 
under the Civil Service system, and appointments 
are based on merit.

• From 1864 until the mid-1970s post offi  ces were 
divided into four basic classes (1st through 4th). 
Th e class designations were based on the volume 
of business conducted, and this determined 
such things as salaries, budgets and equipment 
provided. By 1975, the classes were discontinued.

• In the early 20th century, the onset of Rural Free 
Delivery (RFD) resulted in a sharp reduction in 
the number of post offi  ces in the country.

• Women have served as postmasters since the 
American Revolution, and their offi  cial title has 
always been “postmaster,” not “postmistress.”

• Since about 1836, postmasters were required to 
be U.S. citizens. Th ey also needed to be bonded, 
to take an oath of offi  ce and, until the early 20th 
century, they needed to live within the area served 
by their post offi  ce.

• In colonial times, mail oft en was left  at inns, 
coff ee houses and taverns. Although numerous 
post offi  ces were established during this era, 
information about specifi c ones and the names of 
their postmasters is sporadic at best. 

• Limited information exists regarding Confederate 
post offi  ces during the Civil War. In many cases, 
especially those near the Union border, the U.S. 
postmasters simply switched operations when the 
Confederates occupied an area.

• In 1908, a federal law was passed allowing for the 
establishment of post offi  ces aboard Navy ships 
and the appointment of “Navy mail clerks” and 
“assistant Navy mail clerks.” Th e NPS manages or 
assists in preserving a number of these ships.

• From 1792 until 1971 the U.S. postal system 
was managed by the Post Offi  ce Department 
(POD) as part of the President’s cabinet. Th e 
Postal Reorganization Act of 1970 resulted in the 
creation of the current independent U.S. Postal 
Service (USPS) on July 1,1971. 

• Th e establishment of the U.S. Board on 
Geographic Names in 1890 led to many general 
rules regarding the naming of post offi  ces. For 
example:

o It generally eliminated the use of 
apostrophes in post offi  ce names.

o It advised deleting the “h” or “ugh” 
in communities ending in “burgh” or 
“borough.”

o Standardized use of the word “center” 
rather than “centre.”

o Eliminated use of “C.H.” (Court House) 
for county seats.

o Recommended that names be short and 
one word rather than two.

o Generally deleted the words “City” or 
“Town” in community or post offi  ce 
names.

 A work this extensive is bound to include errors and 
omissions. Several uncertainties have been noted, and many 
times, based on new information, I have added or deleted 
a post offi  ce from the list. Readers are urged to provide any 
additions, deletions, or corrections. 

I did not make a concerted eff ort to track down all of 
the postal stations or contract postal units that may exist 
in parks. Records for these facilities are oft en irregular and 
diffi  cult to locate. Postal stations and contract facilities do 
not have postmasters. Each is served by a parent post offi  ce 
that does have a postmaster. I have included the stations 
that I knew about, or stumbled across, but others likely were 
missed. 

From the mid-19th century until the 1970s, special cars 
on many trains were outfi tted to process mail in route. 
Th ese railway post offi  ces (RPOs) were staff ed with postal 
employees, and the mail received a special cancellation 
bearing the RPO name. Many of these RPOs delivered or 
picked up mail from sites now within NPS boundaries. Due 
to the complexities involved, I did not attempt to include all 
of the RPOs in this study.

Although post offi  ces are not generally among the key 
resources interpreted in NPS areas, there are a number of 
parks that have preserved or recreated historic post offi  ce 
exhibits as contributing elements to some of their main 
stories. Some of these are:

• Harpers Ferry National Historical Park – General 
Store. 

• Cape Lookout National Seashore – Portsmouth 
Store.

• Big Bend National Park – Castolon Store. 
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• Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area 
– Wallpack Center General Store.

• Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area  
– Millbrook General Store.

• Hawaii Volcanoes National Park – Volcano House 
(remnants of post offi  ce preserved).

• Appomattox Court House National Historical 
Park – Plunkett-Meeks Store.

• Cane River Creole National Historical Park 
– Bermuda Store. 

• Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve – Coal 
Creek (post offi  ce remnants may exist).

• Fort Laramie National Historic Site – Post Trader’s 
headquarters and post offi  ce.

• Ozark National Scenic Riverways – Alley General 
Store  (long range plans to add post offi  ce to the 
exhibit).

• Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore – Glen 
Haven General Store (plans to add a post offi  ce).

• Wrangell-St. Elias National Park – plans to restore 
and furnish the Kennecott General Store and Post 
Offi  ce.

Th is reference book is organized alphabetically by park 
name. Indices in the back can help readers locate sites 
by state or by post offi  ce name. Endnotes contain park-
specifi c references, while all resources are included in 
the bibliography. Although not cited each time, most of 
the post offi  ce descriptions utilize the Offi  cial Postmaster 
Appointment Records, the offi  cial NPS website, the U.S. 
Geographic Names Index, the U.S. Census records, and the 
Scott Postage Stamp Catalogues. 

Unless otherwise stated, all of the postal material and 
photos are from the author’s collection. In a number of 
instances the quality of the postal material may be lacking, 
but the goal has always been to acquire any representative 
example, and improve on it when the opportunity or 
funds allowed. Regardless of condition, this postal history 
collection presents tangible pieces of history – objects that 
were handled by those who lived, worked, or who came to 
visit these now special places that commemorate our nation’s 
diversity and heritage.

Covers and postcards not only provide postal information, 
but their contents (when available) usually off er insights into 
past events and provide glimpses into people’s lives. Post 
offi  ces were, and generally still are, an important element 
of community life almost everywhere. Practically everyone 
comes to the post offi  ce at some point to send or pick up 
mail. Whether located in its own facility, another place of 
business, or even someone’s home, the post offi  ce oft en is a 
hub for communication, news, and gossip. 

Equally important were the people who carried the mail 
to and from the post offi  ces. Whether by foot, horse, wagon, 
stage, car, train, air, or dog sled, the mail carriers were 
critical links with the outside world. While these people and 
transportation modes are not a primary focus of this book, 
some of their stories are included.

Above: Rural Free Delivery was created in the early 20th 
century. (Library of Congress) Right: Uniform patches 
for the U.S. Post Offi ce Department and the U.S. Postal 
Service. The change was made in 1972. 



113Parks, Postmarks, & Postmasters

H
HARPERS FERRY NATIONAL 

HISTORICAL PARK, WV/VA/MD
Located at the junction of the Shenandoah and Potomac 

Rivers, Harpers Ferry grew as an industrial town with a 
federal armory and arsenal as its centerpiece. In 1859, the 
town also was the target of abolitionist John Brown in his 
failed attempt to end slavery in the country. Th e community 
changed hands multiple times during the Civil War and 
witnessed the largest surrender of federal troops in the 
confl ict. Furthermore, Harpers Ferry played a major role in 
the development of 19th century transportation technologies 
and systems, and in the education of former slaves and their 
descendants.

Harpers Ferry, Jeff erson County, VA/WV
Although established in 1799, the post offi  ce is known 

to have been in various locations in what is now the park 
between 1832 and 1922.1 

From 1858-65 William M. Brown was postmaster. He was 
23 years old in 1860, and was the son of Adam Brown, a 
former Military Storekeeper at the Harpers Ferry Armory.2 
William appears to have served as postmaster during both 
the Union and Confederate occupations of the town during 
the Civil War.3 

During the war, Harpers Ferry was occupied by Virginia 
troops from April 18 to mid June 1861. Th e last Confederate 
postal cover known is dated June 20. Although the 

Confederates controlled the town several times thereaft er, 
the post offi  ce never again reopened to serve the South.4

Following the Civil War, and through at least 1907, the 
post offi  ce was located at diff erent times in both the old 
and new former master armorer’s houses on Shenandoah 
Street. By 1869, the new master armorer’s house had been 
converted into a combination school, post offi  ce, town hall, 
jail, offi  ce building, and tenement. By the late 1880s, the 
post offi  ce had moved to the old master armorer’s house 
that had been converted into a general store complex.5 Both 
buildings have been restored by the NPS to their mid-19th 
century appearance.

It appears that shortly aft er 1907 the post offi  ce moved to a 
building on the north side of Shenandoah Street between 
High and Potomac Streets.6 Th is block of buildings also 
has been restored by the NPS to their mid-19th century 
appearance. Th e restoration, however, removed any later 
architectural features.

By the 1920s, the post offi  ce had moved yet again. A 
photo of the town taken ca. 1922 shows the post offi  ce on 
the southwest corner of the intersection of Shenandoah and 
Potomac Streets.7 It was located almost on the exact site 
where John Brown’s Fort sits today. 

Th e exact location of the post offi  ce between 1922 and 
1953 has not been confi rmed; however, in 1953 the post offi  ce 
moved from a site in the lower town to its present location 
outside the park at the boundary of the communities of 
Harpers Ferry and Bolivar.8 

Th e post offi  ce was originally established in Virginia. 
During the Civil War, Harpers Ferry became part of West 
Virginia on June 20, 1863. 

In addition to the regular post offi  ce, Harpers Ferry was 
on the route of numerous railway post offi  ces (RPOs) using 
the B&O and the Winchester and Potomac Railroads. Th ese 
were special cars equipped as staff ed post offi  ce sorting 
facilities that picked up and delivered mail at stations 

This stampless wrapper was mailed from Harpers Ferry, VA on September 7, 1845 
to an attorney in Berkley Springs, VA. at a cost of 5 cents. The sender, Gerard Bond 
Wager, was from a wealthy family that owned much of the town’s commercial dirtrict. 
Later, someone appears to have used the wrapper to practice writing “Winchester.”
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Right: Floods were common in Harpers 
Ferry, and the one in 1936 (pictured) was 
the highest. The words “Post Offi ce” are 
painted on the side of the building in the 
foreground. (NPS photo) Below: A cover 
mailed from Harpers Ferry in 1933. The 
sender, Dr. Madison S. Briscoe, was a 
biology teacher at Storer College, a school 
started for freed slaves after the Civil War. 
The school buildings are now part of the 
park and used as offi ces and a NPS train-
ing center. 

Left: This stampless letter regarding missing 
vouchers from a contractor was sent to Armory 
Superintendent Col. Edward Lucas in February 
1838.  Below: A cover mailed from Harpers Ferry, 
VA  to New York during the Civil War. The enve-
lope is dated May 4, 1863, just a month prior to 
the town becoming part of the new state of West 
Virginia.
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along specifi ed routes. A few of the many RPOs that served 
Harpers Ferry from 1843 until well into the 20th century 
included: the Harpers Ferry and Winchester, Harpers Ferry 
and Strasburg, Harpers Ferry and Harrisonburg, Harpers 
Ferry and Staunton, Harpers Ferry and Brockett, Harpers 
Ferry and Lexington, Washington and Chicago, and the 
Washington and Graft on. Each of these RPOs has its own 
postmark. 

RPOs are a specialized area of postal history. Other than 
general reference, they are beyond the focus of this study. 

Th e postmasters until the move in 1953 were: 
Name   Title  Appointed
John Mackey*  Postmaster Dec. 20, 1799
Robert Whittell  Postmaster Jan. 10, 1800
Th eodore Beall**  Postmaster Apr. 1, 1804
Roger Humphreys Postmaster Dec. 19, 1810
Fontaine Beckham*** Postmaster Feb. 7, 1821
Robert Keyes  Postmaster Apr. 11, 1827
Th omas W. Keyes  Postmaster Nov. 3, 1831
John G. Wilson  Postmaster June 5, 1837
James A. Fitzsimmons Postmaster June 3, 1844
John G. Wilson  Postmaster Jan. 16, 1845
Charles W. Button Postmaster May 23, 1849
Timothy A. Herrington Postmaster May 3, 1853
Frank P. Marezy  Postmaster Jan. 15, 1858
William M. Brown Postmaster Nov. 1, 1858
William F. Wilson Postmaster Jan. 2, 1866
Allen Fossett  Postmaster Apr. 12, 1869
George W. Fossett  Postmaster Dec. 11, 1884
Charles B. Wentzell Postmaster July 20, 1885
Solomon V. Yantis**** Postmaster May 17, 1889
Charles B. Wentzell Postmaster July 7, 1893
John L. Conway  Postmaster Feb. 4, 1897
Jacob R. Grove  Postmaster Sep. 17, 1897
William L. Erwin  Postmaster Jan. 21, 1902
Maurice E. Wentzell Postmaster Mar. 6, 1914

Eugene Shugart  Acting PM Sep. 30, 1915
T.M. Conner****  Postmaster Feb. 25, 1916
Laura Y. Conner**** Acting PM Feb. 26, 1920
Leslie D. Duke  Acting PM Aug. 5, 1920
Mrs. Laura Y. Conner Postmaster Nov. 9, 1921
Mrs. Mayme E. Marquette Acting PM Feb. 1, 1934
Mrs. Mayme E. Marquette Postmaster June 13, 1934
Ernest Lenwood Pope Acting PM Sep. 30, 1951
Mrs. Lela Mae Jenkins Acting PM Nov. 18, 1953

   *   In addition to being the fi rst postmaster, John Mackey 
held the position of fi rst paymaster at the federal 
armory, making him the second highest offi  cial at 
the facility. He was described as a person with high 
energy and political zeal. He also was known for 
sometimes off ering jobs and salaries based on a 
person’s political affi  liations.9

**    Th is date is Beall’s fi rst fi nancial return. His 
appointment date is unknown. 

***   Fontaine Beckham later became mayor of Harpers 
Ferry. He was serving in that capacity at the time of 
John Brown’s raid in 1859. He was killed by the raiders 
during the fi ghting. 

****  Solomon Yantis was born in the area in 1826. In 
Harpers Ferry, he owned a tobacco shop and was 
part owner of a fl our mill. He also served on the city 
council. He died in 1899. One of his children, Laura, 
married Th eodore M. Conner, and they both also 
served as postmaster.10 

HAWAII VOLCANOES 
NATIONAL PARK, HI

Th is national park contains two of the world’s most 
active volcanoes. Besides viewing the continuing drama in 
the landscape, visitors can learn about how the Hawaiian 
Islands were formed and evolved from molten lava to lush 
habitats and ecosystems. Th e park was originally named 
Hawaii National Park. It was established in 1916. In 1960 
part of the park was renamed Haleakalā National Park. In 
1961 the rest became Hawaii Volcanoes National Park. 

Volcano House/Hawaii National Park, 
Hawaii County

Located near the rim of Kilauea, Volcano House has been 
a primary lodging facility since the 19th century. Actually, 
over the years there have been several iterations of Volcano 
House. 

Th e 1877 building was expanded numerous times. Th is 
structure housed the Volcano House Post Offi  ce, that was 
established on July 30, 1900. In 1921, the original section 
(along with the post offi  ce) was detached and moved a short 

This post card was cancelled aboard the Harpers Ferry & 
Strasburg Railway Post Offi ce on September 19, 1906. It 
also shows a postal “killer” with initials for the Railway Mail 
Service. More research might reveal if the even numbered 
trips traveled east or west from Harpers Ferry. 
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distance away, and on April 1, 1929 the post offi  ce changed 
its name to Hawaii National Park. 

A kitchen fi re in 1941 destroyed the main facility. While it 
was being rebuilt, the 1877 building again served as the hotel. 
Around this time the post offi  ce appears to have relocated to 
the town of Volcano, just outside the park boundary where 
it continues to operate. Collectors can easily be confused, 
as the current post offi  ce has retained the name Hawaii 
National Park.

Since the fi re, a new Volcano House has been constructed. 
Th e 1877 structure has been restored and now serves as the 
Volcano Art Center. Some of the original wooden mail boxes 
were preserved, and can be seen in the restored facility.11 

Th e current hotel was closed in 2010 for renovations, but 
it has since reopened for business.

A once popular “postal” activity for visitors was to scorch 
letters and postcards in lava cracks before mailing them.12 

Postmasters for the period when the post offi  ce was 
located inside the park were:
Name   Title  Appointed
Fred Waldron  Postmaster July 30, 1900
St. Clair Bidgood  Postmaster Mar. 12, 1903
Demosthenes Lycurgus Postmaster Mar. 20, 1905

Peter T. Phillips  Postmaster Feb. 28, 1922
Mrs. Jimmie G. Boles Postmaster May 26, 1924
James Higashida  Postmaster July 19, 1926
Channing J. Lovejoy Postmaster Mar. 1, 1927
James N. Gandy  Postmaster Jan. 14, 1928
George Lycurgus  Postmaster Sep. 19, 1933
Nick Lycurgus  Postmaster Jan. 14, 1936

HUBBELL TRADING POST 
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE, AZ

Located in the town of Ganado, this is one of the oldest 
continuously operating trading posts on the Navajo 
Reservation. Posts such as this were oft en the only direct 
connection between Native and non-Native Americans 
until well into the 20th century. Although it is now managed 
as a unit of the NPS, this facility is still an operating trading 
post. 

Left: Postmark from Hawaii National Park dated 
June 11, 1938.  Below: Volcano House postmark 
dated September 27, 1928, that is after the post 
offi ce name change and prior to its relocation 
outside the park following the 1941 fi re. 

Above: A souvenir unmailed envelope that has been 
“professionally” scorched. Right: A postcard c. 1910 
showing a group of visitors scorching letters and cards 
in molten lava.  
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Ganado, Apache County 
Between 1883 and 1943, the Ganado Post Offi  ce operated 

out of the Hubbell Trading Post. Th e post offi  ce was 
established on February 15, 1883. It was discontinued on 
October 25 of that same year, but it was reestablished on 
October 27, 1884. Th e post offi  ce moved out of the trading 
post when Postmaster Barbara H. Goodman (the daughter 
of John L. Hubbell) retired on July 1, 1943.13 

Th e postmasters who served during the years when the 
post offi  ce operated from the trading post were:
Name   Title  Appointed
Charles Hubbell  Postmaster Feb. 15, 1883
Clinton N. Cotton Postmaster Oct. 27, 1884
Robert Meekins  Postmaster Sep. 25, 1886
Clinton N. Cotton Postmaster Sep. 7, 1888
John L. Hubbell  Postmaster Jan. 18, 1895
Charles H. Bierkemper Postmaster Oct. 10, 1908
Kathleen M. Neubert Postmaster Jan. 12, 1910
Elias H. Armijo  Postmaster Aug. 28, 1912
Walter J. Codington Postmaster Jan. 22, 1914
Donald M. Shillingburg Postmaster Mar. 22, 1916
Barbara H. Goodman* Postmaster Jan. 2, 1919

* Barbara’s name was changed by marriage to Mrs. Barbara 
H. Myers on October 6, 1926; however, it was changed 
back to Mrs. Barbara H. Goodman by divorce on January 
16, 1928.
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Left: The bullpen at Hubbell Trading Post 
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stamp and the fact that the sender and 
addressee existed during that time, the 
letter likely was mailed when the post of-
fi ce was located in the trading post. 



123Parks, Postmarks, & Postmasters

K
KALAUPAPA 

NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK, HI
Th is park preserves the site of the Molokai Island Hanson’s 

disease (leprosy) community that began in 1886. Forced 
isolation was once infl icted on people who contracted 
Hanson’s disease, and the isolation alone had huge impacts 
on patients and their families. Although today no one is 
forced to live here, some have been here so long that they 
now call it home.  

For many years, mail was funigated at the post offi  ce prior 
to leaving the island.

Kalaupapa, Molokai County 
Th e post offi  ce was established on July 21, 1900 in Molokai 

County. Before 1925, the post offi  ce had been incorporated 
into Kalawao County. It is located inside the park boundary 
and continues in operation. 

Th e postmasters have been:
Name   Title  Appointed
John S. Wilmington Postmaster July 21, 1900
Mrs. Augusta Macomber Postmaster June 23, 1925
Edward Macomber Postmaster Sep. 6, 1928
Mrs. Ellen C. Hoopii Acting PM Sep. 18, 1931
Mrs. Ellen C. Hoopii Postmaster Oct. 3, 1931
Benedict K. Apiki  Postmaster Apr. 13, 1932
Masayuki Shigemi Acting PM Apr. 30, 1945
Masayuki Shigemi Postmaster Aug. 31, 1945

Shoichi Hamai  Postmaster July 22, 1972
Elizabeth K. Bell  Postmaster Dec. 8, 1984
Jerry L. Guieb  In Charge Aug. 19, 2006
Jerry L. Guieb  Postmaster June 23, 2007
Jane C. Cappelle  In Charge Dec. 9, 2010

KLONDIKE GOLD RUSH 
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK. AK

For many of the people rushing to the Yukon gold fi elds 
in the late 19th century, Skagway was the fi rst stop in Alaska. 
From here, the miners had to pack one ton of goods to the 
Canadian border before being allowed to proceed further. 
To provide these goods and otherwise support the miners, 
Skagway grew, and other communities sprang up along 
the Chilkoot and White Pass trails. Post offi  ces were oft en 
developed as one of the important services. When the gold 
rush ended, all the communities, except Skagway, died. 

Canyon 
Th is transient community was also known as Canon 

Camp, Canon, Canon City, and Canyon City. It sprang 
up along the Chilkoot Trail, and the high volume of gold 
seekers passing through created the need for mail service. 
Initially (late January 1898), W.G. Seward was contracted 
to carry mail from Dyea to Canyon City, Sheep Camp and 
Lake Lindeman in Canada.1 An offi  cial post offi  ce was 
fi nally established on May 18, 1898, and Kenneth Murray 
was appointed as the only postmaster. Th e post offi  ce was 
discontinued six months later on November 18, 1898, and 
the papers were sent to Dyea.

Dyea
Th e town of Dyea was a short-lived community at the 

Chilkoot trailhead, built to serve thousands of Klondike gold 
rushers. Th e community grew rapidly and even included a 
detachment of U.S. Army troops. Th e Army came basically 
to keep the peace and manage an unsuccessful food and 

Above: Special event cover commemorating the fi rst 
fl ight for the air star route mail service between Hono-
lulu and Kalaupapa. This cover began its journey in 
Kalaupapa. A receiving stamp from Honolulu is on the 
back. Right: Kalaupapa Post Offi ce. (Historic American 
Building Survey photo, Library of Congress)
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feed relief program.2 Th e poor harbor, a tragic avalanche 
on April 3, 1903, and the completion of the White Pass and 
Yukon Railroad all contributed to Dyea’s eventual demise.3

Today, except for a few foundations, the town has all but 
disappeared. Th e NPS has preserved the false front of the 
A.M. Gregg Real Estate Offi  ce and has cleared vegetation to 
preserve some of the street outlines. Otherwise, much of the 
site has returned to forest. In addition, the land has actually 
risen slowly from the enormous pressure of earlier glaciers 
(a process known as isostatic rebound), placing the remains 
of the original docks well above the current shoreline. 

Dyea had a post offi  ce that was established on July 6, 1896. 
It was oft en very busy with hundreds of gold rushers lined 
up daily to receive or send mail. On May 19, 1902 the post 
offi  ce was discontinued and the mail routed to Skagway.

Th e postmasters for this short-lived town were:
Name   Title  Appointed
Samuel G. Heron* Postmaster July 6, 1896
Clara H. Richards** Postmaster Oct. 13, 1897
William G. Steel  Postmaster May 9, 1898
Fred G. Slotno  Postmaster Oct. 13, 1899
William Zimer  Postmaster Sep. 1, 1900

    

  * In the early to mid 1880s the Healy and Wilson 
Trading Post was established at Dyea. Sam Herron 
managed the post and served as the fi rst postmaster.4

**   In March 1898, Postmaster Richards wrote her 
superiors in Washington about problems with the 
operation at Dyea. She was responding to a complaint 
that she would not deliver mail for more than two 
persons to any one individual waiting in line. She 
claimed that there oft en was a line several hundred 
feet long of people calling for their mail. Without 
limitations, she stated that some individuals would 
present a list of 100 or even 1,000 names from outlying 
camps. She also limited the sale of stamps to 25-50 
cents worth per person, as it would otherwise be 
impossible to maintain a supply, and that some would 
buy large quantities only to resell them at greatly 
infl ated prices.5

 
In September 1897, Postmaster General Gray announced 

the inauguration of a once-a-month exchange of mails 
between Dyea, Alaska and Dawson, Yukon Territory, 
Canada. Th e mail would be limited only to letters and 
postcards.6 

Top Left: Waiting in the rain to pick up mail 
at the Dyea Post Offi ce. In 1898, Post-
master Richards implemented a policy 
allowing customers to pick up mail only for 
two people. She also limited the purchase 
of stamps sold to individuals. (National 
Archives photo). Left: A cover mailed from 
Dyea on March 12, 1898. Above: Today, 
the only building standing in Dyea is this 
false front of the former A.M. Gregg Real 
Estate Offi ce. 
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While an eff ort was being made to move mail on a regular 
basis between Dyea and Dawson, there oft en were long 
delays carrying mail the short distance between Dyea and 
Skagway. In an eff ort to alleviate this problem, a private post 
called McGreely’s Express carried mail between the two 
towns. Initially, McGreely did not use stamps; however, one 
of his customers, S.C. Marcuse, who was living in Dyea at 
the time, proposed to design and furnish the stamps if he 
could get his mail carried free of charge. McGreely agreed, 
and the deliveries continued with these local stamps from 
sometime in March until April 1, 1898, when the U.S. Post 
Offi  ce set up daily service between the two communities.7 

Several covers are known with the McGreely Express 
stamp. S.C. Marcuse reported in 1901 that 2,000 stamps 
were printed; about 1,000 were used on mail; and that he 
and McGreely each had about 500 that were never used.8

Dyea also was served by a steamship RPO. In addition 
to trains, the Railway Postal Service managed various water 
routes, but they retained the RPO designation. Th e Seattle 
and Dyea RPO is known to have operated under its own 
postmark during the gold rush.  

Sheep Camp
Th is was another short-lived community that developed 

along the Chilkoot Trail. Th e post offi  ce was established on 
April 4, 1898 and Joseph G. Brown was appointed the only 
postmaster. Th e post offi  ce was discontinued on October 21, 
1899, and the papers were sent to Dyea.

Skagway
During the gold rush, Skagway and Dyea were the two 

main ports of arrival for the gold seekers. Although Dyea 
was closer to the start of the Chilkoot Trail, it was a short-
lived community. Skagway, on the other hand, has remained 
an active community, and today it caters to thousands of 
tourists, most arriving on cruise ships. 

Th e Skagway Post Offi  ce was established on November 
10, 1897. Its exact location between this date and 1917 has 
not been clearly determined; however, in 1917 the post 
offi  ce moved into its current location at Broadway and 17th

Street. Th is is within the Skagway Historic District, that is 
also within the current authorized NPS boundary.9 

Th e postmasters have been:
Name   Title  Appointed
William B. Sampson Postmaster Nov. 10, 1897
Augustus E. Nindell Postmaster May 20, 1908
Martin Conway  Postmaster Jan. 7, 1916
John J. Conway  Postmaster Jan. 18, 1930
William H. Murray Acting PM Apr. 11, 1933
William H. Murray Postmaster Jan. 17, 1935
Marshall V. Raff erty Acting PM Aug. 31, 1941
Marshall V. Raff erty Postmaster Mar. 16, 1942
Alice F. Selmer  In Charge June 22, 1945
Lawrence T. McGuane Acting PM Sep. 30, 1946
Lawrence T. McGuane Postmaster July 9, 1947
Jack C. Lee  Acting PM Mar. 1, 1963
Charles L. Hermens Acting PM Feb. 22, 1965

Right: Card with a 1959 postmark from Skagway. Since at least 1917 this post offi ce has been located within the current 
boundary of the Skagway Historic District. Left: A fi rst day cover commemorating the centennial of the Klondike Gold 
Rush. Both the stamp and the cachet depict gold seekers on the Chilkoot Trail. 

This short-lived local post was created in 1898 
to expedite mail service between Skagway 
and Dyea. It lasted about one month. 
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Charles L. Hermens Postmaster June 11, 1965
Mrs. Janet O’Daniel In Charge May 30, 1975
Wanda M. Warner Postmaster Nov. 22, 1975
Christine Manning In Charge Apr. 21, 1989
James S. Hamilton Postmaster July 15, 1989
Wayne Selmer  In Charge July 12, 1993
Gary S. Parsons  Postmaster Sep. 18, 1993
Doug Breen  In Charge
Elaine F. Brummett Postmaster Nov. 22, 1997
?   In Charge ?
Donna J. McMullin Postmaster Aug. 28, 2010

In addition to the regular Skagway Post Offi  ce, the town 
was served by various railway post offi  ces that operated 
aboard steamships. Th e postal facilities on the ships were 
managed under the Railway Postal Service, and thus were 
referred to as RPOs. While the Skagway docks are not within 
the NPS boundary, the mail would have traveled through 
the historic district on its way to and from the main post 
offi  ce. 

Some of the steamship RPOs that served Skagway included 
the Juneau and Skagway; Juneau, Sitka and Skagway; Seattle 
and Skagway; and the Skagway and Juneau.   

White Pass and Yukon Railroad 
Once this railroad was built, it provided a means of 

transporting miners’, equipment, and the mail from Skagway 
to the Yukon Territory. By the time it was completed, much 
of the gold rush boom was over, but it did off er a more 
effi  cient means of carrying the mail. Both the United States 
and Canada contracted with the railroad for mail service. 
It was a closed pouch service both ways (i.e. there was no 
on-board postal service), so there are no known postal 
markings.10

Today, a portion of this rail line passes through NPS 
land.
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Left: Originally built in 1890, the “City of Seattle” plied the Inside Passage for the Pacifi c Steamship Company between 
1916 and 1921. In addition to passengers and freight, she also carried the mail under the name of the Seattle and Skag-
way RPO. Right: A 1932 card bearing the RPO cancel and an interesting addressee.
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While several parks have property in multiple states, the 
following only lists the states in which post offi  ces were 
located. 

Alabama
Natchez Trace Parkway (also in MS and TN)

Alaska
Denali (Mt. McKinley) National Park
Gates of the Arctic National Park
Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park
Lake Clark National Park and Preserve
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park
Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve

Arizona
Fort Bowie National Historic Site
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area (also in UT)
Grand Canyon National Park
Grand Canyon-Parashant National Monument
Hubbell Trading Post National Historic Site
Lake Mead National Recreation Area (also in NV)
Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument
Petrifi ed Forest National Park
Tumacacori National Historical Park

Arkansas
Arkansas Post National Memorial
Buff alo National River
Pea Ridge National Military Park

California
Death Valley National Park
Golden Gate National Recreation Area
Lassen National Park
Manzanar National Historic Site
Mojave National Preserve
Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area
Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks
Whiskeytown National Recreation Area
World War II Valor in the Pacifi c National Monument
Yosemite National Park

Colorado
Bent’s Old Fort National Historic Site
Curecanti National Recreation Area
Great Sand Dunes National Park
Mesa Verde National Park
Rocky Mountain National Park

District of Columbia
National Mall and Memorial Parks
National Visitor Center (former)

Florida
Big Cyprus National Preserve
Canaveral National Seashore
Dry Tortugas National Park
Everglades National Park
Gulf Islands National Seashore (also in MS)

Georgia
Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park 
Cumberland Island National Seashore

Hawaii
Hawaii Volcanoes National Park
Kalaupapa National Historical Park
World War II: Valor in the Pacifi c National Monument

Idaho
Minidoka Internment National Monument

Iowa
Effi  gy Mounds National Monument

Kansas
Fort Larned National Historic Site
Fort Scott National Historic Site
Nicodemus National Historic Site

Kentucky
Big South Fork National River and Recreation Area  (also 
in TN)
Mammoth Cave National Park

Louisiana
Cane River Creole National Historical Park

Maryland
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park
Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine

Massachusetts
Boston Harbor Islands National Recreation Area
Boston National Historical Park
Springfi eld Armory National Historic Site

Michigan
Isle Royale National Park
Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore

PARKS BY STATE 
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Mississippi
Gulf Islands National Seashore (also in FL)
Natchez Trace Parkway (also in AL and TN)

Minnesota
Voyageurs National Park

Missouri
Jeff erson National Expansion Memorial
Ozark National Scenic Riverways
Wilson’s Creek National Battlefi eld

Montana
Glacier National Park

Nebraska
Agate Fossil Beds National Monument

Nevada
Lake Mead National Recreation Area (also in AZ)

New Jersey
Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area (also in PA)

New Mexico
Fort Union National Monument

New York
Gateway National Recreation Area
Governors Island National Monument
Statue of Liberty National Monument (Ellis Island)

North Carolina
Cape Lookout National Seashore
Great Smoky Mountains National Park (also in TN)

Ohio
Cuyahoga Valley National Park

Oregon
Crater Lake National Park
Lewis and Clark National Historical Park
Oregon Caves National Monument

Pennsylvania 
Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area (also NJ)
Independence National Historical Park

South Dakota
Wind Cave National Park

Tennessee
Big South Fork National River and Recreation Area (also 
in KY)
Great Smoky Mountains National Park (also in NC)
Natchez Trace Parkway (also in MS and AL)

Texas
Big Bend National Park
Fort Davis National Historic Site
Guadalupe Mountains National Park
Lake Meredith National Recreation Area

Utah
Bryce Canyon National Park
Capitol Reef National Park
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area (also in AZ)
Zion National Park

Virgin Islands
Christiansted National Historic Site

Virginia
Appomattox Court House National Historical Park
Blue Ridge Parkway
Booker T. Washington National Monument
Colonial National Historical Park
George Washington Birthplace National Monument
George Washington Memorial Parkway
Manassas National Battlefi eld Park
Shenandoah National Park

Washington
Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve
Fort Vancouver National Historic Site
Lake Roosevelt National Recreation Area
Mount Rainier National Park
North Cascades National Park
Olympic National Park
San Juan Island National Historical Park

West Virginia
Bluestone National Scenic River
Gauley River National Recreation Area
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park
New River Gorge National River

Wisconsin
Apostle Islands National Lakeshore

Wyoming
Fort Laramie National Historic Site
Grand Teton National Park
Yellowstone National Park 
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